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APPENDIX origin nor the subsequent augmentations of this corps appear to
. ^' _. have been at all connected with any hostile disposition in the
Court of Hyderabad towards the British interests. The institu-
tion of the corps proceeded from an admiration of the successful
policy of Mahdajee Scindia, and the subsequent augmentation
was directed principally if not solely against the Mahrattas.
There is reason to believe that the orders lately given for a fur-
ther increase of the corps to the number of 14,000 men arose
from a desire in the mind of Azeem-ool-Oomrah of drawing us
into a more intimate connection with the Nizam, by exciting
our jealousy of the growing influence of the French party at
Hyderabad.

Such is the state of the leading facts communicated by Major
Kirkpatrick. The result in my mind is a decided opinion that
the continuance, and still more the further growth, of the corps
of Eaymond ought to be prevented by every means within our
power,* consistent with the respect due to the Court of Hydera-
bad, and with the general principles of moderation and justice
which ought to form the rule of our conduct in India. The
dangers to be apprehended from the existence of this corps
are not to be estimated by a consideration of its actual state of
discipline, or even of its actual numbers, or degree of present
influence over the councils of the Nizam. I consider it as the
basis of a French party in India, on which, according to the
opportunities of fortune and the variation of events, the activity
of the enemy may found a strength of the most formidable kind
either in peace or war. If we are to look to the settlement of
peace, can it be possible to provide a more ready channel for
the intrigues of France, than would be offered by the existence
of a body of 10,000 men, united by military discipline, and
stationed in the dominions of one of our principal allies, and on
the borders of our own ? If the war is to continue in Europe
without extending to the continent of India in the first instance,
the danger of French intrigue acting with such an instrument
as I have described, would be greatly aggravated. But if the
war should extend to the continent of India, and if we should
be under the necessity of calling forth the strength of our allies